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fact that the child grows in physical, mental, and social abil-
ities; (2) a comparison with "norms" would show extreme
deviations from typical behavior which may indicate, on one
hand, too stimulating an environment, or, on the other
hand, failure, to provide sufficient stimulus; (3) it would in-
dicate broad sequences of development through which chil-
dren normally pass; and (4) it would encourage specific,
accurate observation. A list of typical behavior, however, is
more difficult to compile for children of three to six years of
age than for younger children who are acquiring the more
fundamental motor and mental abilities. As children grow"
older, their specific accomplishments vary increasingly with
environmental conditions including the specific instruction
which they have received. The general trends in the devel-
opment of motor ability, speech, memory and attention, and
social relationships have already been described. The parent
or teacher might similarly describe the development of an
individual child with a view to helping him to realize his
full potentialities.
QUESTIONS  AND  PROBLEMS
1.   Using some inventory of habits, compare a certain child's habits
with  those in the list.    Has the child being studied formed those
habits commonly found in children of this age?
2.   Observe  the  child while he is  forming a new habit.    What
evidence of trial and success do you find?   What evidence of the effect
of satisfaction and of dissatisfaction or annoyance?   What stimuli in
his surroundings aided him?   What instruction appeared to be useful?
3.   Observe the child while he is breaking a bad habit, such as crying
when left alone.    What did the parent do that seemed ineffective?
What did the parent do that seemed effective?   Was the process one of
re-education?    By careful preliminary planning might the substitute
habits have been formed more easily?    Apply the knowledge gained
from these observations to new situations.
4.   Ask children of different ages to draw a man and score the results
according to the directions given in Goodenough's book.
5.   Use the Winnetka Scale for Rating School Behavior with several
nursery school children.   Use the Mars ton Scale with the same children.
Which did you find the more useful in understanding the individual
children?